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 In May, that fateful month in 2020, we had planned to return to the US to attend our son 

Jeremy’s wedding.  But like many things surrounding that time period the virus touched our kids 

wedding plans.  Like so many others, Jeremy and Aimee postponed their wedding since so many 

businesses and venues could no longer host events and had to reschedule a number of times until 

finally, by faith, they set a date for August.   

 At that point we were still in Kenya which had closed it’s airport for International travel and 

Nairobi, where we live, was under lockdown, isolated from the 

rest of Kenya and the world with a 7pm to 5am curfew in place.  

Churches closed much like what happened in the US and we 

had to think through what worship would look like during the 

current lockdown.  Like many countries there was social dis-

tancing and limits on how many people could gather, we worked 

together with the gate guards that Brian has been teaching Bible 

to, to hold services with us on the office compound .  We were 

able to stay within the social distancing requirements set out by 

Kenya, and meet together outside under a tree without the need of masks.  Our Bible students did 

the service and we were able to continue to meet as a community of believers every Sunday. 

 With International travel being limited week by week there were fewer flights leaving the 

country and it didn’t look like we would be able to attend the wedding.  Some outside countries 

were doing repatriation flights for their citizens, but outside of these there were almost no options 

for international travel.  For many of these repatriation flights seats were being snatched up as soon 

as the flights were made public.  Costs alone were rather prohibitive (one AIMer working in Tanza-

nia ended up paying around $4000 per person, one way to the US to get to her mother’s funeral).   

 Since we were encouraged to self quarantine before attending the wedding and there were 

only rumors that Kenya might open the beginning of August we looked at all kinds of options, pray-

ing that Kenya would open.  Oddly enough there as an opportunity to catch a flight at the end of Ju-

ly with the World Food Program (UN/WFP) that was flying people to Addis Ababa airport in Ethio-

pia. But in order to get on that flight we had to have secured reser-

vations for a flight continuing out of Ethiopia to the US, register 

and then hope you got a ticket.  When I first heard of the flights I 

had visions of people crammed in a cargo plane sitting on famine 

relief food as it made its way to Ethiopia.  It got to the point that 

even if Kenya did open it’s borders it 

would be very tight to make it in time 

due to needing a 2 week quarantine. We 

were getting to the point of not being 

able to attend the wedding at all.  But we 

were able to leave on the WFP plane that 

had more than enough room to do proper social distancing—and not on 

sacks of relief food!! 

 All that to say, we made it, got our quarantine in and the wedding 

was great!!  We were privileged to be able to be there to see our son get 



married to a wonderful young woman and to celebrate it with family 

from Georgia who came up for the event.  Jeremy was raised in Kenya, 

Aimee was raised in Israel, they met in China and got married in Virgin-

ia, USA.   

While in the US I went down to Georgia and visited my dad who turned 

90 in August.  The assisted living facility had just recently opened up 

visiting hours 5 days a week for people to come 

and see their family.  I was able to visit my dad 

outside the assisted facility in 2 separate tents 

with a plastic wall between us.  Dad was in good 

spirits during the visit and was really glad to get 

out for a bit.  While I was there we competed 

with the sounds of the landscaping company 

caring for the grounds, two fans going, a plastic sheet between us and masks 

on—it was difficult to communicate.  Even so, I was able to see him and 

spend about 45 minutes on 2 separate days while I was there.  It was really 

good  timing to see him because about a week or so later they stopped the 

outside visits and the residents were once again isolated from the world.   

 I flew back to Kenya at the end of August and Nancy flew back 19 Sept so we’ve both had to 

navigate having our required negative COVID tests within 96 hours of arriving in Kenya and going 

through the Health inspection to reenter the country, but we’re back!! 

 COVID has affected missions as a whole.   A number of countries were closing their borders 

and some of our people were at risk and were trying to get back to their passport countries to find 

better medical care should they get hit by the virus.  Educational opportunities were narrowing down 

as schools closed (try to get an online homeschool program to work with in Africa with limited inter-

net!!)  Since the schools closed in Kenya (RVA included) a number of families now had to find op-

tions for their kids to continue their education.  There were a number who couldn’t leave or get back 

to the field because airlines were closing their routes and some countries were closing their borders 

to travelers.  It is my responsibility to help our AIM personnel in TZ and Kenya to help them work 

that through and from the time COVID hit until now that has kept me very busy. 

 Tanzanian Immigration has become a serious problem for those renewing their visas to con-

tinue ministry there and to new people who are wanting to come into the country and join ministry.  

It has been very difficult to get new or renewed visas in TZ, so some are having to leave or are giving 

up on renewing visas because the government is either rejecting or delaying answering and while 

their visas run out.  We have well over 10 new people hoping to come out to do new ministry in TZ 

but most have been rejected and refused entry into the country or are still waiting for word.  For 

some reason our applicants continue to get rejected or delayed which has put pressure on a lot min-

istries.  This has also kept me busy since before the pandemic and I’ve been spending much time try-

ing to work some of these issues through and to find other opportunities for those who have been so 

faithful in ministry.   

 Please continue to pray for more workers to come to Kenya and Tanzania, for our people to be 

able to return and for the Lord to open the TZ Immigration doors that seem to be partially closed.  
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